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If you would like to promote your commercial business by placing an advert in 
the magazine our rates are as follows:  
Full page (portrait size) £100.00 
Half page (landscape size) £50.00 
Quarter page (portrait size) £25.00 
Eighth page (landscape size) £10.00  
Community and volunteer groups are promoted free of charge.  

Please contact us at: livingmagazine@eyemouth.org

Compiled by Liza, Jackie, Joanna and Susie. 
Magazine contact: livingmagazine@eyemouth.org

It seems summer has passed in one of those ‘blink and you 
missed it’ moments, so it seems strange to be welcoming you 

to the September issue of Eyemouth Living. However it has been 
an amazing summer with great weather. But we are all now gearing 
up for another session, with the children returning to school and life re-
turning to the usual routines. But if you fancy something new, we have 
many varied groups on offer locally, something for everyone. On that note 
check out pages 28 and 29 for information about all the different groups 
and if one is missing let us know.  

    
Make sure you also check out the articles on our local history and in-

deed our more recent history with some by-names and the visit of a huge 
floating crane outside Eyemouth. There is also a fascinating article showcas-
ing a model of the old railway station at Victoria Road in Eyemouth.  

    
For those returning to school our Teens Talk page has some handy tips 

and suggestions for starting a new school year. For those slightly older 
there’s our usual gardening tips from the Ayton Gardening Society and 
wildlife notes from the National Trust Scotland Ranger at St. Abb’s Head.   

    
Finally, there are a few pages showcasing the work of the Splash project 

over the summer months, and we also introduce you to the board 
members of the Development Trust who oversee the Splash project and 
indeed this magazine.   

    
I hope you all have a great September and feel free to get in touch with 

us about any of the projects going on around town. 
 

Andy Haddow 
Eyemouth Development Trust
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This summer, Splash have had a really busy 
and exciting time engaging in Children’s 

Floral Workshops in partnership with Oc-
casions of Eyemouth. Jemma organised three 
fun-filled sessions, bringing over 160 children 
together to get creative with flowers. It was 
great to see them so engaged and having fun 
learning something new. 
    One of the workshops was during the 
Eyemouth Herring Queen festival, where we 
organised a special ‘Crown’ flower workshop. The Herring Queen and her 
maids even joined in during their busy schedule, which made it all the 
more special for everyone taking part. 
    All the children taking part received a goodie bag from Splash and a 
packed lunch; a perfect end after all the flower arranging fun. Splash had six 
young volunteers helping make up goodie bags, wraps and picnic bags, rac-
king up a total of 108 hours going towards their Saltire awards. It was bril-
liant to see them gaining such valuable experience.  
    Lovely feedback from the families included: “These workshops are abso-
lutely fantastic, everyone’s loved it, can we come to the next one too?” and 
“It’s been a brilliant experience, the kids have really enjoyed it. Thanks to 
everyone involved.” 
    Looking ahead, we’re really excited to team up with Occasions again 
during the October holidays for another floral workshop. Huge thanks to 
Occasions for providing the gorgeous flowers and kits, and also to Lidl 

Berwick and M&S Berwick for their kind donations of 
fruit and flowers.  Keep an eye out for what’s next on 
Facebook.  
Scavenger Hunt 
On 21st July Splash ran a Family Scavenger Hunt around 
the town. The aim being to encourage young folk and 
their families to explore Eyemouth using all their senses 
to find out a bit more about the history and natural his-

tory of the area. We were lucky with the weather, and the sun was shining. 
In total 11 families with 22 children took part.   
    Rather than collecting items, we asked participants to take photos as 
they went round; of the most beautiful thing they had seen, and the ugliest, 
of points of interest or just of them exploring and enjoying themselves. It 
was really interesting for us to see the town through other people’s eyes; 
and also fascinating to hear about their favourite and least favourite sounds 
and smells too! The raised surface of the brass rubbing plaque involved en-
gaging the sense of touch, and on completing the scavenger hunt, all 
children were given a packed lunch so they could use their sense of taste 
too! The names of all families who completed the scavenger hunt were put 
in the hat and the winners won a family day out at East Links.   
Edible Boat Race 
On Wednesday 13th August, we launched the Edible Boat Race. The idea 
was to highlight how fortunate we are to have such a high quality marine 
environment off the Berwickshire Coast, and also how important it is not 
to do anything to jeopardise that. So instead of running a boat race using 
manmade materials, we ran a boat race with boats made only out of natu-
ral materials!  
    There were 3 prizes: for the most spectacular boat, most seaworthy 
boat and fastest boat (thanks to Lough’s and Giacopazzi’s for donating the 
prizes). We teamed up with 3 local organisations to come and act as 
judges: Berwickshire Marine Reserve as experts on the marine environ-
ment, Eyemouth Marine as experts on boat building and Eyemouth Life-
boat as experts on safety at sea.   
    In total there were 9 boats launched 
on a (thankfully) very calm sea. They were 
of all shapes and sizes, using materials 
ranging from coconuts and courgettes to 
tortillas! It was amazing to see the inge-
nuity that went into the builds and every-
one had fun, especially when we found out 
how well they floated!

    splash splash
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lighter brown body, with yellow sides and a 
black tip to the abdomen. The wings are very 
distinctive, having two spots on each, giving it 
its four-spotted name. The males are very ter-
ritorial and can be seen chasing intruders 
away. They like standing water, so ditches on 
edges of plantations and alongside acidic 
heathland pools are good places to see them. 
A must spot every year for me. 

    The Southern Hawker (left) is a 
stunning large dragonfly and on the in-
crease in Scotland. Both sexes can be 
identified by the coloured bands on its 
body, compared to spots on other 
hawkers. Males are dark, with green and 
blue patterning, whereas the females are 
brown and green. They tend to be soli-
tary but are widely seen from woodland 
edges to garden ponds with tree shad-

ing. They are inquisitive and will happily hawk around you to see what’s 
going on. When you see one of these, you are in for a right treat. 
    There is nothing bette, coming into Autumn than seeing groups of Mi-
grant Hawkers, searching for insects along woodland rides. Again a species 
which is on the increase in Southern Scotland, this is more notably down 
to climate change. The larvae are unable to survive in low temperatures 
usually but changes in conditions have helped this species. Not as colourful 
as some but intriguing none the less, with browns, blues and yellow making 
up the males. The females tend to be more brown and yellow. Look out for 
the swarms alongside hedgerows at dusk 
– magical! 
 

David Lewis, NTS Ranger Team,  
St. Abb’s Head NNR

“The dragonfly’s journey is a reminder 
that life is a beautiful and ever– 
changing journey”      Unknown  
Odonata Part Two 

In last month’s issue, we started our jour-
ney into the world of Odonata, the dam-

selflies and dragonflies. We learnt about their beginnings as an egg, hatching 
and changing into a fierce nymph predator of water courses before evol-
ving into adults. Hopefully you have been able to get out and about in the 
region to spot some of the Damselflies that we looked at in August. Now 
it’s the turn of the Dragons! 
    Dragonflies are the big brothers of the Odonata world, with their larger 
thoraxes and thicker bodies. They can be spotted alongside woodland 
rides, coastal cliffs, field margins, and water courses – generally anywhere 
there is food and a chance for mating. Some species are easier to spot than 
others, tending to soak up the sun on pathways like the Darters, whereas 
the Hawkers tend to hang from vegetation. They can take you by surprise, 
not only in the air but by their presence on the branch of a tree. So, let’s 
have a look at some of the species around our region:  
The Common Darter (left) is an easier one to spot as it loves basking on 
any pathway, log, or post it can find. The males are a mixture of brushed  

oranges and reds, whereas the females tend 
to be lighter, more yellow but can fade as 
they get older. They ‘dart’ from a perch to see 
off intruders and usually return to the same 
spot. This makes identifying them a little eas-
ier as you know where they are going back to 
for that photo shot. 
    The Four-spotted Chaser (right above) is 
one of the earliest dragonflies to emerge, fly-
ing from May until the end of September. This 
is a beautiful specimen, having a translucent 

wildlife notes wildlife notes

All Photo Credits David Lewis 

Broad-bodied Chaser

7



outhlivingeyemouthlivingeyemouthlivingeyemouthlieyemouthlivingeyemouthlivingeyemouthlivingeyem

9

railway model railway model

Eyemouth: A ‘Lockdown’ Project in N gauge  

Some years ago, I obtained a copy of Steam Days (Feb. ’99) in which the 
main feature was about the Eyemouth branch. What appealed to me 

was the church and magnificent row of houses on Victoria Road immedi-
ately behind and above the railway. However, I thought no more about it 
for a few years; and then came the pandemic, an ideal opportunity to 
tackle this project. 
    I purchased a copy of The Eyemouth Branch by Roger Jermy (Oakwood 
Press) for further information and photographs which subsequently proved 
invaluable. A paper plan was drawn up which would include an 18” off-
scene section to store the trains. At this size, the layout would also fit into 
a car quite easily, should I ever wish to transport and exhibit it.   
    I began with the station building, a scale drawing of which had been in-
cluded in the original article and I reduced this to 2mm scale. Using Slaters 
plasticard products, I began to tackle the row of houses on Victoria Road 
which had initially attracted me to the project. Using Google’s street view I 
was able to make a fairly accurate scale drawing of each one.  
    To find out when each house was built I contacted the minister who 
provided me with the list of house names so that I could contact the 
owners. I devised a letter to each explaining my project, asking for further 
information and included a photo of their particular house against a 20p 
coin to show the scale. I had several replies, all delighted with the idea. 
After several months, the buildings were completed and awaited glazing 
and painting following the construction of the flat-pack ply baseboards. 
    To recreate the location, three levels were required; river, trackbed and 
the road, so I had to adapt the baseboards to suit. Once all of this was 
completed, I tackled the area beyond the road on which the houses stand. 

This too is slightly raised and I used 
a thick card base for the houses to 
stand on. 
    I next worked on creating the 
gardens, embankments, station yard 
and river. The river bed was painted 
and layers of polyurethane varnish 
applied, stones being set in whilst 
the first layer was still wet. Bushes 
were created from lichen and trees 

purchased to finish. Finally, depth was created using a photographic back-
scene. Where streets disappear, I printed the actual views, cut and mounted 
in position. However, the roof-scape of the town was more difficult as I 
couldn’t use a modern view. The solution was to print from an old photo 
and use a colour wash.   
    As for the stock, although there were separate freight and passenger 
trains, more often than not, vans and/or wagons were attached to passen-
ger coaches to save separate journeys, but fish was a main source of rev-
enue so appropriate vans were always in the yard.   
    On the few occasions that I have exhibited the layout, the public have 
generally been far more interested in the buildings than the trains! As it is 
operated from the front, the interaction with the public is greatly en-
hanced and most are curious about the location as well as the construc-
tion of the buildings and layout as a whole. The layout also has a small 
display panel which includes a map and photos showing it as it was and is 
now. I hope all who can remember it in its heyday will be delighted with 
my efforts when I eventually 
take the model to be shown in 
Eyemouth itself and, ultimately 
hope that it will end up as a 
permanent exhibit in the local 
museum. 

by John Spence
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gardening notes

wild and while it's not legally required to report Himalayan Balsam, it's rec-
ommended to report it, especially if it’s found in sensitive areas like conser-
vation areas or nature reserves. Reporting sightings helps with 
management and control efforts. Any of these invasive plants can be re-
ported on https://invasivespecies.scot/report/ 
    The American Skunk Cabbage is already in 
Scotland in localised populations, and we 
need to understand its distribution better in 
order to manage it and protect our water-
ways. If you think you have seen any of the 
plants or animals on the list you should re-
port it. Take a photo and make notes of 
where it was and how many there were. Then 
submit a sighting. 
 
What needs doing in the garden in September 
This month’s work will be mostly harvesting your fruit and vegetables es-
pecially the potatoes. The autumn raspberries should still be fruiting and if 
there’s too many to eat, make jam! 
    Prune out fruited canes of the summer raspberries, cutting down to the 
base, and tie in new canes to supports. 
    Other important things to do include dividing perennials to keep them 
healthy and producing more plants for you to share with friends and neigh-
bours. If there are any gaps in the beds fill them with late-flowering peren-
nials, such as sedums, to provide nectar for pollinating insects into the 
autumn. 
    Sow hardy green vegetable seeds, such as kale, land cress, pak choi, 
mizuna, lamb's lettuce and mustard, for use in winter. Also sow hardy var-
ieties of broad beans and peas for cropping next spring. 
    Start planting spring flowering bulbs including daffodils, crocus and blue-
bells. There are lots of amazing new varieties of Allium available now. Try  
Allium ‘spaerocephalon’ Drumstick.  

Caroline Lathe (Ayton Gardening Society)

Invasive Non-Native Species 

One fun thing I have been doing this 
summer is ‘Himalayan Balsam Bashing’. 

This is a great excuse for a day out on the 
beach with friends from the Berwickshire 
Marine Reserve. It may be fun but it serves 
the very important function of removing this 
plant from around the stream and up the 
banks of Coldingham Beach. Himalayan Bal-

sam is a very attractive plant with bright pink 
flowers but unfortunately it is invasive. An invasive 
species is one which is not native but has been in-
troduced from another country and once here it 
thrives and multiplies, causing damage to the en-
vironment and sometimes to people too. Himalayan 
Balsam was introduced in the 1800’s because it is a 
very attractive plant with interesting flowers but it 
has spread widely across the UK especially along 
river banks where it grows very tall and blocks the 
growth of other plants. It has shallow roots and 
these allow erosion of the river banks and it pro-
duces thousands of seeds from each flower. These 

are released explosively spreading them quickly, so in order to control its 
spread the plants need to be removed before they set seed. 
    Japanese knotweed is another highly invasive plant which causes exten-
sive damage to buildings, and mortgages can be refused if it is present 
around a property. The enormous Giant Hogweed is another serious prob-
lem and it is vital that you don’t go too near this plant since it can cause 
severe and long-lasting skin damage.  
    There is a list of Species of Special Concern which is one of the main 
ways to protect our environment, economy and people from harmful in-
vasive species. Himalayan Balsam is now listed under schedule 9 of the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, so it is illegal to allow it to grow in the 

gardening notes
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The Midnight Garden by Matt Haig 

If you have ever wondered what your life 
might have been like if you’d made a dif-

ferent decision, then this is the book for 
you!   
    The Midnight Library by Matt Haig tells 
the story of a young woman whose life 
has reached a tipping point and what 
happens afterwards. 
    Nora Seed has had enough of her life 
and decides that she will leave it. But in-
stead of death, what Nora finds is a library 
in which each volume represents a version 
of her life where she made different 
choices. The possibilities are infinite. There 
is a Nora who became a rock star, 
another who has won Olympic medals, 
another living aboard an Arctic research vessel; some versions are 
mothers, wives, orphans; famous and influential, or not. All she has to do to 
step into that life is open the book. If she finds a good life she can stay; the 
difficulty lies in deciding. So how many lives does Nora try out before she 
makes a decision?   
    I think many of us have regrets and this book helps you understand that 
they are pointless. It makes you realise that the life that didn’t happen 
might not have been the best one anyways! 
    Available at Eyemouth Library. 

Joany Cook 
 
Library News 
Bookbug is back! Every Tuesday at 9.45am 
Hearing Aid clinic on Friday 19th September, 10am–12pm 
Lego Club on the second and fourth Fridays of the month, 2–4pm 
Walking Bookgroup on Tuesday 9th September, 2pm

book news
Library opening times:  
Monday 10am–1pm, 2–5pm, Thursday 10am–1pm, Friday 10am–1pm, 2–5pm.
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history

Eyemouth Nicknames 

In December 1972 Miss Margaret Waddell re-
corded the names of the wynds and vennels of 

Eyemouth ‘in the good old days’, and the nick-
names of the folk that lived there. Although some 
names of streets and wynds are still recognisable, 
the people whose nicknames are listed are long 
gone. But some nicknames have survived into the 
twenty-first century. 
    Hundreds of years ago nicknames, or by-names, were commonly used in 
Eyemouth where the same surnames were common. Despite the influx of 
people with different surnames over the last 125 years, nicknames are still 
used, handed down within families, or invented because of a characteristic, 
habit or feature. 
    Towards the end of the 18th and 19th centuries, when there was little 
movement of people in and out of the town, surnames like Collin, Dougal, 
Aitchison, Lough, Windram, Paterson and Craig were very common and 
the size of families was much larger. The custom was for the first born son 
to be named after the father’s father, (and subsequent sons to be named 
after the mother’s father or uncles) and for the first born daughter to be 
named after the mother’s mother (and subsequent daughters to be named 
after the father’s mother or aunts). In an extended family of two or three 

generations there could be several people named 
George Collin or Robert Paterson or James Windram, 
Margaret Dougal, Mary Craig or Ann Lough! In conver-
sation, when you were referring to a particular person 
it was easier to use a by-name or nickname to distin-
guish who you meant. Because these names were never 
written down, spelling wasn’t a concern! 
   So a nickname or by-name was chosen, not by the 
person, but by friends or family, and were very inven-
tive.   
    Names linked to fishing boats: Johnny Uberous 

(Young); Jim Airborne (Dougal); Jim Seabreeze (Windram); Jimmy 
Lindfar (Dougal) 
    Variation of a surname: Doo, Deddie, Darkie or Belge  
(Dougal); Crummie (Crombie); Matt (Maltman); Pate (Paterson); 
Taddles (Waddell); Dick (Dickson), Totty (Stott), Codlin’ (Collin) 
    A person’s main interest or activity: Filmstruck (movies); 
Bing (singing); Bopper (dancing); Nine Lives (narrow escapes!); 
Thrip (bidding at fish auctions): Tarzan (boxing); Tiger (football) 
    Names where the origin is only known by a few: Doddy 
Keek (Tait); Bobby Toot (Collin); Geordie Carter (Paterson); 
George Fohn (Craig); The Passionate Plumber (Collin); Hup’nies 
(Collin); Elsie Tiddles (Rosie); Jim Hoolet (Dougal); Bunts (Craig) 
    Family nicknames still used today: Bunts; Bing; Darkie; Seabreeze 
The benefit was to easily recognise who was being referred to!  
    Most of these examples refer to men. One custom to distinguish be-
tween women with the same name was to call them by their maiden 
(birth) name. Both my grandmothers were referred to by their maiden 
names for most of their lives. It’s interesting that today, for different rea-
sons, women like to keep their maiden names after marriage, or use them 
alongside their husband’s surname. Sometimes, when these methods failed 
to give instant recognition, family relationships would be used, and are 
sometimes used today eg she’s Black Jock’s Jim’s wife’s sister. 
    A few weeks ago one of the prize winners at the Herring Queen Fancy 
Dress was a young person impersonating one of our local characters who 
is known as Pookie. Pookie (right) is a regularly found on the harbourside 
and is known to locals and visitors as a nature lover and a 
cheery, friendly soul. Few people know that his actual name 
is John Jamieson. John was responsible for his own nick-
name. He explained that there was once a Rangers Foot-
ball Club mascot called Pookie Bear. For easiness John 
began signing raffle tickets as Pookie Bear, and then short-
ened it to Pookie, and the name stuck!  

Fay Waddell
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David Bing

Ian Darkie

Jim Seabreeze



18 19

outhlivingeyemouthlivingeyemouthlivingeyemouthlieyemouthlivingeyemouthlivingeyemouthlivingeyem

Eyemouth and The Spanish Armada! 

Before the 12th Century there are few recorded mentions of Eyemouth. 
However, on Friday 5th August 1588, papers in the National Archives 

make reference to ‘Heymouth’ in con-
nection with one of the most pivotal 
moments of the history of Britain, Eu-
rope and indeed the World – ‘The Span-
ish Armada’. This claim can be made 
because, had the Armada succeeded 
there would have been no English/Brit-
ish Navy, no Trading Companies, no Col-

onies and no British Empire! 
    The records reveal that on 11th August 1588 The Earl of Huntington 
reported to Sir Francis Walsingham, ‘spymaster’ to Queen Elizabeth I of 
England, that:  

Uppon Fryday last about v [5] of the clock in the afternoon, there was dis-
covered xx [20] great shippes against Heymouth v [5] myles from Barwick, 
Whether they be of our fleete or of the Spanish navye, the Marshall dyd 
not knowe  

    The problem in identifying whether the 20 ships were part of the Ar-
mada or the pursuing English Fleet was compounded by the stormy 
weather throughout August 1588. 
    The Armada had set sail from Spain in May 1588 to invade England, join-
ing with the Spanish Army in Flanders. One reason why the Armada failed 
in its objective was the wind which blew the Armada (or what was left of it 
after a sea battle in the Channel) northwards. The remnants were forced 
up the east coast of England and Scotland pursed by the English. The Eng-
lish ended the pursuit at the Firth of Forth but the Spanish had to travel 
around the north of Scotland and then down the west coasts of Scotland 
and Ireland. The coasts were littered with wrecks and there is evidence 
that some Spanish sailors did settle in Scotland and Ireland. Some people 
claim that their surnames can be traced back to Spain. However, the major-
ity of the shipwrecked (who were not killed on coming ashore!) were 

handed over to the ‘authorities’/the English and some were returned to 
the Spanish Netherlands. 
    We can only imagine the drama unfolding before the eyes of the folk of 
Eyemouth on that fateful August evening in 1588. 

David Littlewood

from the archives

more recent maritime visitors!

from the archives

Trevor Boult, a retired officer in the Merchant Navy, established free-
lance photojournalist and a frequent visitor to Eyemouth contacted us 

recently:  
     You will doubtless have been aware of the recent ‘visit’ offshore by the 
extraordinary crane vessel, Sleipnir,  named after the eight-legged horse 
ridden by Odin, in Norse mythology. I attach a photograph I took during 
this time, which I submit with my compliments. 
     The vessel evidently undertook a crew change whilst off Eyemouth, as 
well as other transhipping operations, prior to her on-going southerly 
route to the East Anglia Field. Each of the two individual cranes is capable 
of lifting 10,000 tonnes; and 20,000 tonnes when linked in tandem. Oper-
ated by the Dutch firm of Heerema Marine, it is reportedly the largest and 
most sophisticated vessel of its type in the world.
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12 years between being Treasurer for EDT and previously Eyemouth Her-
ring Queen. I have a huge passion for our Town and love to give something 
back. I’m a bit of a ‘behind the scenes’ person so I spend my time crunching 
the numbers and (hopefully) steering the Trust in the right direction finan-
cially. Fortunately I do have a bit of Admin Support a few hours a week as 
the Treasurer role is growing by the year with the many projects we are in-
volved with. 
 

 
My name is Mick Pawley. I have lived in Eye-
mouth since 2007 and worked in Berwick and 
Chirnside. Currently I work part time for a Far-
ming partnership in Northumberland. I’ve been 
a member of Eyemouth Rotary for 7 years now 
and am the current President. We do a lot of 
projects locally, especially in the High school. 
I’ve been a Splash volunteer for many years, 
helping out at the Larder and I am involved with 
the Coastal Rowing club and the Allotments.  
  
 

 
 
I’m Ian Tod, now retired having run an architec-
tural practice in Yorkshire, working  for arts, educa-
tion, health and community clients alongside 
historic buildings and regeneration projects. I’ve 
been resident in Eyemouth since 2012, and look 
after the Hippodrome, after setting it up with my 
wife Paula as a Community Interest Company. We 
live ‘over the shop’. 
 
 

2524
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Meet the Trustees of the EDT 
 
My name is Andy Haddow chair of the Eye-
mouth Development Trust. As the local church 
of Scotland parish minister, I have served the 
local community here since 2012. I’m married 
to Carrie and have three children, two in high 
school and one at the primary. Before joining 
the ministry I worked at an outdoor centre 
after which I worked for a children’s charity. 
When I’m not working I’m either fiddling with 
computers, reading fantasy books or watching 
sci fi and love a good board game and pizza – separately or together! 

 
I’m Fiona White, Trustee and Treasurer of 
Eyemouth Development Trust for the past 
4 years. I’m Eyemouth born and bred, and 
have lived here all my life apart from a 
brief 2-year spell in Tweedbank. My career 
has been in banking, working all over the 
Borders. Before taking voluntary redun-
dancy, I worked in St Andrews Square in 
Edinburgh as a Healthcare Business Man-
ager, a job I really loved! I then moved 
onto Barclays in Berwick as manager be-
fore deciding to slow the working pace 
down a bit. I then tried my hand at Re-
tained Fire Fighter at Eyemouth Fire Sta-
tion and a bit of Youth work for a few 
years. Nowadays you will see me pottering 
about around the harbour working for 

‘Bing’ Collin in the office. 
    I love helping out in the Community and have now volunteered for over 

eyemouth development trust eyemouth development trust
eyemouthlivingeyemouthlivingeyemouthlivingeyem



My name is Jemma Landels and I’m one of the newest 
members of the board. If I’m not at work at Occasions, 
where I am a partner and one of the 5 Florists in our team, 
I’m at home with my family. Most of my spare time is spent 
with my grandchildren – which is the best role in the world. 
I’m lucky to have lived in Eyemouth my whole life. It’s where 
my husband and I wanted to bring our children up too. I’m 

very passionate about Eyemouth and our surrounding district. So much so 
I’ve spent most of my life volunteering for many organisations. To name a 
few things I’ve been involved with: I was Provost and Chairperson of Eye-
mouth Community Council, many roles on Eyemouth & District Chamber 
of Trade, Vice Chair of Eyemouth Herring Queen Committee, make-up de-
partment at Eyemouth Variety group and Eyemouth smugglers Christmas 
Community.  
    Currently I am Coordinator for Eyemouth Response Team, which is 
part of SBC resilient Communities. I am Treasurer and member of Eye-
mouth & District Chamber of trade.    
 
I’m Ruairidh Fairbairn, 27, and I’m a passionate advocate 
for Eyemouth – a place I’m proud to call home and where 
my roots run deep. As a board member of the Eyemouth 
Development Trust, I’m committed to helping our town 
grow and thrive, making sure it remains a vibrant and sup-
portive community for generations to come. 
    Professionally, I work with Berwickshire Housing As-
sociation. Outside of work, I stay closely involved in the 
local dramatic arts, volunteering with the Eyemouth & Dis-
trict Community Youth Theatre – a group that played a big 
part in shaping my own childhood. 
    I’m driven by a strong sense of community and I’m proud of the excit-
ing projects and opportunities currently being delivered through the EDT. 
As a trustee, I’m committed to offering my insight and support to help 
steer these projects forward and contribute to Eyemouth’s growth.

27

outhlivingeyemouthlivingeyemouthlivingeyemouthli

26

eyemouthlivingeyemouthlivingeyemouthlivingeyem

eyemouth development trust



29

outhlivingeyemouthlivingeyemouthlivingeyemouthlieyemouthlivingeyemouthlivingeyemouthlivingeyem

60’s, 70’s, 80’s Music We Love E Berwickshire U3A https://u3asites.org.uk/eastber-
wickshire/welcome

Abundant Borders Community food gardens and 
food related activities

https://abundantborders.org.uk

Andy’s Man Club Mon 7pm Parish Church Hall  https://andysmanclub.co.uk
Art Appreciation E Berwickshire U3A see website 
Basic French E Berwickshire U3A see website
Berwickshire Nerd Guild War-

gaming and Boardgame Club
Parish Church Hall, Friday 6–10pm see facebook page

Bingo Tavern Bar Thursdays see facebook page
Birdwatching E Berwickshire U3A see website
Book groups, various E Berwickshire U3A see website
Busy bees baby/toddler group Tuesday 10.30–12, Friday 

10.30–12.25
see Eyemouth Parish Church face-

book page

Chirnside Amateur Boxing Club Monday, Wednesday, Friday see 
page for details

see facebook page

Coldingham and Eyemouth  
Netball Club

Tuesday 8–9pm, Eyemouth High 
School during term time

see facebook page

Coldingham Brave Bayers Sundays 10am and see page for 
details, Coldingham Beach

www.facebook.com/groups/27096
84882686174/

Coldingham Ukeleles Tuesdays 7–8.30pm see facebook page
Connect Berwickshire Youth  

Project
Thursday 5.30–7pm P7 to S2  

Thursdays 7–8 S3 +
https://bypconnect.com/drop-in-

sessions

Community Café Thursdays 10.30am–1.30pm 
Community Centre 

www.facebook.com/Splash.Eye-
mouth/

Community Choir Wednesdays 6.30–8pm EU church 
Dabbling with Words E Berwickshire U3A see website
Eyemouth and District Amateur 

Swimming Club
see page for details see facebook page

Eyemouth and District Coastal 
Rowing

see page for details see facebook page

Eyemouth and District Walking 
Football

Thursdays 6–7pm High School 
Sports Hall 

www.facebook.com/groups/119603
5434451614/

Eyemouth Bowling Club Seasonal www.facebook.com/groups/17472
66198918352/

Eyemouth Golf Club Junior membership <16 yrs £5 www.eyemouthgolfclub.co.uk
Eyemouth Mens Shed Tuesdays 9am–2pm see facebook page

Eyemouth Scouts Tuesday evenings, ages 6–18 www.borderscouts.org.uk
Eyemouth Rotary Thursdays via Zoom 6 for 6.15pm jo.pawley@talktalk.net 
Eyemouth United Football Club Weekly stephanspeirs@hotmail.com
Eyemouth Variety Group see page for details www.eyemouthvariety.co.uk
Fisherman's Choir Tuesdays 7pm Hippodrome see facebook page
French Conversation E Berwickshire U3A see website
Gardening Group E Berwickshire U3A see website
Geology Group E Berwickshire U3A see website
Knit 3 purl 3 Knitting Group E Berwickshire U3A see website
Lego Club Every 2nd and 4th Friday 2–4pm 

Eyemouth library
www.liveborders.org.uk/home/our

-libraries/library-lego-sessions/

Lipreading Group Community Centre www.scotborders.gov.uk/disabil-
ities/deaf-deafened-hard-hear-
ing/3

Local History Group E Berwickshire U3A see website
Majong Group E Berwickshire U3A see website
Music Appreciation E Berwickshire U3A see website
Opera Appreciation E Berwickshire U3A see website
Junior Park Run Sundays 9.30am www.parkrun.org.uk/eyemouth-

priplayingfields-juniors/

Poetry Group E Berwickshire U3A see website
Prostate Cancer Support Group 1st Tuesday of month 7–8pm  

Eyemouth Golf Club
check facebook page

Quiz Group E Berwickshire U3A see website
Sea the Change E-bike hire, cycling support etc info@seathechange.org.uk
Scottish Country Dancing E Berwickshire U3A see above
Scottish Karate Federation Thursday 6–7pm and 7–8.15pm 

Eyemouth High School 
www.skfscotland.co.uk/clubs/eye-

mouth.html

Scottish Womens Institute Chirnshide, Ayton and Coldingham hello@theswi.org.uk
Singing For Fun E Berwickshire U3A see website
Skill, Chill, Chat Womens Group Tuesdays 1–3pm susie@eyemouth.org
Table Tennis E Berwickshire U3A see website
Walking for Wellbeing Book 

Group
2nd Thursday of month 1.30pm 

Eyemouth Library
www.liveborders.org.uk/exercise-

referral/walking-for-wellbeing/

Walking group E Berwickshire U3A see website

eyemouth clubs/activities eyemouth clubs/activities

Club/Activity Information Contact Group/Club Information Contact
Do please let us know if you would like your voluntary organisation/community group included, or your information updated.



Are you looking for a fun way to keep 
fit and make some new friends? If so, 

come and join us for some fun netball!  
    The Coldingham and Eyemouth Net-
ball club meets Tuesday evenings 8–9pm 
at Eyemouth High School during term 
time.  
    Women of all skill levels are welcome, 
from having never played before to having 
played competitively. We don’t keep score 
but we give it our all. 
    We are an adult club, so over 16 years 
old only. 
    Your first session is free, so why not give it a try? Each session is then 
only £3. 
    The club started in 2011 and has been providing local women and  
visitors a great way to get to know others in the community while having a 
good run around. You don’t have to live in Coldingham or Eyemouth. We 
welcome players from all surrounding towns and villages.  
    You can find us on Facebook – Coldingham and Eyemouth Netball. 
Please feel free to send us a message if you have any questions or want to 
know more. 
    Hope to see you there!
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September News 

Autumn is just around the corner and the U3A has a full programme of 
events for both members and non members to brighten the darker 

days!  

    
After our Enrolment Day on September 3rd (2–4pm) in Eyemouth 

Community Centre, most of our groups start meeting in early October. If 
you were unable to attend it’s not too late to join. Please contact our 
membership secretary at https://eastberwickshire.u3asite.uk/ – member-
ship is only £25 for a year of 
events. Many groups maintain a 
‘reserve’ list so it’s never too 
late to join.  
    We have a full programme of 
Open Meetings, starting on  
Wednesday October 8th with a 
talk on Scotland Beneath the  
Surface by Bruce Keith. He is the 
author of a fascinating book  
exploring the world beneath our 
feet in Scotland: tunnels, caves 
and buried treasure!  
 

 
    Members andn non-members can attend our 
Open Meetings which are all held at 10.30am 
(10am for refreshments) in Eyemouth Commu-
nity Centre. Hope to see you there! 
 
    We still have copies available of our fascinating 
history of the area Eyemouth Life 1900–2000. 
These are £5 and can be purchased at our 
events. 

u3a netball
Charity No SCO 31477
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